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Inpatient Admissions

"Two Midnights" Standard for
Admissions Explained

Throughout 2013, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) published several communications about

inpatient admissions with emphasis on admissions that cross "two midnights."

CMS has indicated, for example, that Original Medicare will not focus on inpatient admissions that cross two

midnights when determining whether to review for medical necessity and has indicated that Original Medicare is

adopting a two-midnight presumption. CMS has also clarified that coverage of inpatient admissions is limited to

those admissions that were determined to be medically necessary by a review of the facts of the situation.

When reviewing to determine whether an admission was medically necessary, Humana's MA policy is to adhere

to Original Medicare's requirements, such as the requirement for complete and valid certifications and orders of

admission.

When reviewing a claim for an inpatient admission for medical necessity, Humana MA plans will take into

consideration all available relevant facts, including whether the stay crossed two midnights and whether at the

time of the order of admission the ordering health care provider reasonably believed that inpatient admission

was medically necessary. If an inpatient stay crossed two midnights, that fact is significant, but is not sufficient to

establish medical necessity.

Humana's policy is that an inpatient claim can be reviewed for medical necessity even if it crosses two midnights.

Health care providers should always assume that Humana Medicare Advantage (MA) plans may review a claim

for medical necessity.
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products and services are available in each state.

For medical insurance products and services -- Humana Medical Plan, Inc.; Humana Health Insurance Company of Florida, Inc. and Humana Insurance

Company -- and for non-medical  insurance products and services -- Humana Insurance Company; HumanaDental Insurance Company; Humana

Health Insurance Company of Florida, Inc.; CompBenefits Insurance Company; CompBenefits Company and Kanawha Insurance Company -- are the

legal entities that offer, underwrite, administer or insure insurance products and services for Florida residents or Florida-sitused groups and members

of those groups for purposes of insurance law. For states other than Florida, please click here to view a complete list, by product line, of the legal

entities that offer, underwrite, administer or insure insurance products and services. Our health benefit plans have exclusions and limitations and terms

under which the coverage may be continued in force or discontinued. For costs and complete details of the coverage, call or write your Humana

insurance agent.

https://www.humana.com/about/legal/disclaimer-and-licensure/offering-statements

